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Summary 

Additional reports of plotting against the Diem 

have been received. While there is no 

co£tin«if °£ i “™ lneat action, the Buddhist issue 
continues to make the situation dangerous. 

1. Buddhist agitation seems to be turning far- 
from strictly religious Issues and toward 
al q “ est * ons - A * least some Buddhist leaders 
appear convinced that Diem's overthrow will be only 

form t ^f r *° f +3; :l,ne f ressure can be maintained in the 
Bi,ddh?ft f ^ ther + SU i? ideS and P ubllc demonstrations, 
fn ^ m °? S rations against the government are, 

dr ^ i “ g J ar g e r drowds in the principal cities, 
articipation in these demonstrations is also 
increasing, particularly in Hue, where the firing 
this week of the university rector, who is known to 
by sympathetic to the Buddhists, has led to the res- 
ignation of many faculty members. 

alle S ed cou P Plotters headed by 
!?™ r Presidential security service director Tran 
Kim Tuyen is reported to be ready for an early ^ 
against the government . 1 £ ± 


'reported coup deadlines were practice runs foi va^I 

for S +h^«i S h fi de f by Junior officers. The plan is 

t0 Seize vital installations in 
Iris « Z hi l e a SWa11 grou P armed with automatic wea- 
?i CU J 6 f a palace revolt against the Ngo family 
*r!i labl V?£° rmation P° ints to the existence of 

Plotting by Tuyen, but the firmness of the 

^ e * tent ° f lts ca P ab ll«l^ 
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DIA review(s) completed. 
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3 . There have been no recent reports of plot- 
ting among top-ranking military officers. Contrary 
to his earlier statements, the eommapder of the XI 
Corps area in central South Vietnam, Brigadier Gen- 
eral. Khanh, told a US o.bsery.er on 17 August that 
general officers did not intend to carry out a coup 
d’etat. Khanh claimed that the military pleaders 
would act only if the country were on the verge of 
chaos. He claimed that the generals were in con- 
trol of their subordinates down to the battalion 
level and would act to prevent a take over by any 
civilian plotters. The III Corps commander, Gen- 
eral Dinh, states that he has six battalions on 
alert around Saigon for the purpose of supporting 
Diem in case of trouble from the Buddhists or in 
the event of a coup attempt. 

4. Generals Khanh and Dinh probably are con- 
sidered opportunists by their peers and not fully 
trusted within the military establishment. Khanh, 
in particular, may have tailored his comments for 
US consumption. His statement that the generals 
would not support a government headed by Vice Presi- 
dent Tho contradicts the expressed views of 1 other 
key officers. 

5. It is difficult to assess recent statements 
attributed by the press to Ngo Dinh Nhu to the ef- 
fect that a coup Is inevitable if the present trend 
continues. It may be that Nhu expects a coup at- 
tempt and that his remarks were designed to throw 
plotters off stride. In a report of 13 August, the 
US air attache in Saigon reported that Madame Nhu 
had told an Australian correspondent that she ex- 
pected a military coup within a few days. At the 
same time, the possibility of a take over by Nhu 
cannot be discounted. 
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